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Obama leads Romney in poll
WASHINGTON, 7 Feb—President Barack

Obama is preferred by 52 percent of Americans
compared with 43 percent who favour Mitt
Romney, the front-runner for the Republican
presidential nomination, a Washington Post-
ABC News poll published Monday revealed.

The telephone survey, carried out 1 to 4
Feb among 1,000 adults nationwide, has a
margin of error of plus/minus four percentage
points.

Obama’s advantage declines slightly
among registered voters to 51 percent versus
45 percent for the former Massachusetts
governor, who is still facing three challengers
to lead the Republican Party into the November
election. The Post noted that this is the first  President Barack Obama

time in the surveys conducted since July that
Obama has garnered more than 50 percent
support when compared with Romney, and it
is the first time that he has exceeded that
threshold among registered voters.

“Boosted by improved public confidence
in his economic stewardship, President Obama
for the first time holds a clear edge over
Republican presidential candidate Mitt
Romney,” the Post wrote.

Last Saturday, Romney easily won the
Nevada caucuses and after his earlier victories
in the Florida and New Hampshire primaries he
has consolidated his position at the head of the
pack of politicos who are vying for the
Republican candidacy.—Internet

LONDON, 7 Feb—Al-
Qaeda is trying to recruit
women for carrying out
suicide bombings in Britain,
parliament members have
warned in a report.

The terrorist group is
using extremist websites to
radicalise the “angels of
death”, the Daily Sun quoted
MPs as stating in their report.

As per the Commons
home affairs committee, it has
heard evidence that the terror
group is “specifically
launching and targeting
women for violent acts”. The
MPs’ panel report comes days
after four extremists admitted
plotting to bomb the London
Stock Exchange.

The report has called upon
the big internet firms to do
more to shut websites
encouraging violent extre-
mism. Home Secretary Theresa
May has already launched a
crackdown on recruiting
websites used by extremists, as
a purge on fanatics in mosques
and colleges has resulted in
the web being increasingly
used to brainwash supporters.
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preparing
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LONDON, 7 Feb—Abu
Qatada, a radical Muslim
cleric described as ‘Osama
bin Laden’s right-hand man
in Europe” will be released
on bail within days, despite
accusations that he poses a
grave threat to Britain’s
security.

Qatada was granted bail
after the European Court of
Human Rights ruled last
month that he could not be
deported to his native Jordan.

His bail conditions mean
he is likely to be confined to

his home except for two one-
hour periods each day, and
will probably be allowed to
take one of his five children
to school, The Telegraph
reports.

Restrictions on his
movement are likely to be
lifted if the Home Secretary
fails to show within three
months that progress is

being made in negotiations
with Jordan regarding his
extradition.

According to the paper,
the decision to release Qatada,
a 51-year-old father of five,
means he can return home and
will be able to claim up to 1,000
pounds a month in state
benefits.
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Policemen stand next to blood stains on a road after a
car bomb in a car park outside police headquarters in
the southern Afghan City of Kandahar on 5 February.
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BOGOTA, 7 Feb—A former militiaman was
sentenced to 24 years in prison for his role in
the murder of journalist Alvaro Alonso
Escobar, who was gunned down a decade ago
in a coastal town in northern Colombia,
authorities said Monday.

Edgar Ariel Cordoba Trujillo was also
ordered to pay a fine equivalent to $467,950.

The sentence and fine were handed down
to Cordoba by a court in Santa Marta, the
capital of Magdalena province, the Attorney
General’s Office said Monday.

Two unidentified individuals gunned
down Escobar 23 Dec, 2001, in Fundacion,
Magdalena, where he edited and published
the weekly Region.

Man gets 24 years for Colombian journalist’s killing
Escobar was the second journalist from

Fundacion murdered by gunmen. Hernando
Rangel Moreno was killed 11 April, 1999.

Over the past 20 years, 90 journalists
have been murdered in Colombia, the
Fundacion para la Libertad de Prensa said.

Cordoba, known as “Cinco Siete”, was in
charge of a unit from the Northern Bloc of the
United Self-Defence Forces of Colombia, or
AUC, militia federation.

The AUC, accused of committing
numerous human rights violations,
demobilized more than 31,000 of its fighters
between the end of 2003 and mid-2006 as part
of the peace process with former president
Alvaro Uribe’s administration.—Internet

Imran Khan warns Afghanistan may slide into civil
war once NATO forces leave country

ISLAMABAD, 7 Feb—
Pakistan cricketer-turned-
politician Imran Khan has
warned that Afghanistan
could slide into civil war once
NATO forces leave the
country for good.

“My fear is that they are
going to leave a far bigger
mess than was left by the
Soviets when they left
because there could be a civil

war there now,” Sky News
quoted him, as saying.

“The army now is well
armed and from the Northern
Alliance. The Pashtuns with
the Taleban are not armed...
they are with the majority.
Once they (NATO) leave,
there is going to be a civil
war, a power struggle there
exactly like what happened
after the Russians left.

Hundreds of thousands of
people died,” Khan added.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief Khan, who
is now considered a serious
player in the country’s
politics, believes his
Movement for Justice party
can win enough seats in the
next election to push him into
power as prime minister.

Internet

People inspect the scene of a bomb attack on Shiite
pilgrims, killing and wounding scores of people, police
said, near the southern port city of Basra, Iraq’s second-

largest city, 550 kilometres (340 miles) southeast of
Baghdad, Iraq recently.
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Osama’s right-hand man in Europe’ gets bail
despite posing ‘grave threat to UK national

security’

US taxi driver pleads guilty to aiding Al-Qaeda
CHICAGO, 7 Feb—A

Chicago taxi driver pleaded
guilty Monday to charges
linked to a scheme to funnel
money to a Pakistani terror
group with links to Al-
Qaeda, the US Justice
Department said.

Raja Lahrasib Khan
pleaded guilty to one count
of attempting to provide
material support to a foreign
terrorist organization, the
department said in a
statement. When Raja
Lahrasib Khan, 58, was
arrested in March 2010,

officials said he never posed
any imminent danger to the
United States and had
personally sent only a few
hundred dollars to an alleged
terrorist leader.

But authorities said his
plea indicated he wanted to
provide additional funds to
the same individual after
learning he was working
with Al-Qaeda.

He faces a maximum of
15 years in prison but under
his plea agreement the
sentence will be between
five and eight years in jail,

and requires him to
cooperate with the
government. Sentencing is
set for 30 May.

Raja Lahrasib Khan,
who lived in the Azad
Kashmir region of Pakistan
before coming to the United
States in the late 1970s,
admitted that he met with
Ilyas Kashmiri, a leader of
the Kashmir independence
movement.

Internet

KABUL, 7 Feb—A local
Taleban leader was captured
during a joint operation on
Tuesday morning in southern
Afghan Province of Helmand,
said a Press release issued
here by NATO-led forces.

“In Nahr-e Saraj District,
Helmand Province, an Afghan
and coalition security force
captured a Taleban leader
during an operation today,”

the NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) said.

Without identifying the
captured leader, the release
said: “ The leader moved
supplies for fighters and
directed an militant cell
specializing in bomb attacks
throughout the Province,”
Another suspected militant
was detained during the

operation, it added.
The Afghan and ISAF

forces also detained a Taleban
facilitator during a separate
operation in Arghandab district
of neighbouring Kandahar
Province on Tuesday morning,
according to the release. “The
facilitator supplied militants
with explosives for use in
attacks throughout Arghan-
dab District.—Xinhua

US  announces  limited
Myanmar  sanctions  lifting

WASHINGTON, 7 Feb—
The United States on Monday
lifted one of its many sanctions
against Myanmar in
recognition of recent positive
moves toward political reform
in the country. US Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton signed
a partial waiver of restrictions
imposed on Myanmar, under
the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act, the State
Department said in a statement.

The waiver will allow
assessment missions and
limited technical assistance in
Myanmar by international

US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton.

financial institutions (IFIs)
such as the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank,
and the International
Monetary Fund. The
statement issued Monday
noted Clinton had committed
to supporting IFI assessments
during her visit to Myanmar in
December “in response to
encouraging reforms under
way in that country.”

Those steps included
measures to pave the way for
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
the National League for
Democracy to participate in
upcoming parliamentary by-
elections, release of political
prisoners, broader civil
liberties, and preliminary cease
fire talks with certain ethnic
minority groups, the statement
said. “The (Myanmar)
government has also taken
some steps to address
deficiencies cited in the
department’s June 2011
Trafficking in Persons Report,”
it added.—MNA/AFP/CNA
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